
 

Referee Committee Operations 
1. INTRODUCTION  

This policy defines the duties, responsibilities and operations of the Referee Committee. 

2. OBJECTIVES 
The Referee Committee is empowered and designed to achieve the following objectives:  
• To stimulate interest in, educate referees and candidates in, and promote the WTF 

Competition Rules;  
• To define and set standard procedures to ensure fairness of refereeing and judging for all 

competitions sanctioned and managed by Taekwondo Canada; 
• To control, assign, and supervise officiating Technical Advisor, Referees, Judges and 

staff at events sanctioned and managed by Taekwondo Canada; 
• To monitor all Referees' conduct in the light of the Taekwondo Canada Code of Conduct 

Policy; 
• To promote, train, educate, and conduct certification seminars of all classes of National 

Referees; 
• To certify all classes of National Referees (certification awarded and distributed by 

Taekwondo Canada President through the head office and Executive Director.); 
• To act as a technical advisory body on referee and WTF Competition Rules related 

matters for Taekwondo Canada, including representing Taekwondo Canada at the 
Technical Committee of the WTF; 

• To recommend, with the approval of the Executive Committee of Taekwondo Canada, 
candidates with Canadian citizenship for International Referee certification by the WTF; 

• To recommend, with the approval of the Executive Committee of Taekwondo Canada, 
International Referees with Canadian citizenship to the WTF to officiate international 
Taekwondo championship events;  

• To recommend, with the approval of the Executive Committee of Taekwondo Canada, a 
National Referees short list to officiate domestic National and International Taekwondo 
championship events; 

• To undertake other initiatives with a view toward the improvement of WTF Competition 
Rules and certification of all classes of Referees. 

3. POWERS OF THE REFEREE COMMITTEE 
3.1. Scope 
The Referee Committee has the authority in accordance with this policy to exercise 
jurisdiction in all matters and decisions pertaining to referee management in Canada 
including but not limited to referee certification seminars, and officiating at all Taekwondo 
Canada sanctioned events, including:   
• Sponsoring and conducting Referees seminars and associated testing;  
• Approval of the issuing of referee qualifications, citations and commendations;  
• Creating, modifying, and/or amending Referee Committee internal procedures.  
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3.2. Misconduct and Misjudgements 
Any misconduct, incidents or sanctions applied to provincial, national or international 
referees by a Taekwondo Canada Member Associations must be reported to the Referee 
Chairman and the Taekwondo Canada Head Office in an expedient manner.   The Referee 
Committee has the duty to investigate any misconduct, violations, and/or misjudgements 
committed by a certified Referee, and enforce one of the following penalties in accordance 
with the result of such investigations:  

 
• In case of purposeful or intentional misjudgement for any reason, or misapplication of competition 

rules by the Referee:  
° The Referee found guilty will have permanently revoked all Referee certification, 

and be prohibited from any referee activities in all Taekwondo Canada sanctioned 
events.  

° If the person holds International Referee certification, the Referee Chair must report 
the incident and make an official recommendation to the WTF to revoke International 
Referee certification.  

° The Referee Chair must report the incident and make an official recommendation to 
the Taekwondo Canada Member Association to revoke Provincial Referee 
certification. 

• In case of innocent or unintentional misjudgement, error, or miscalculation on the judge's paper or 
unintentional misapplication of competition rules by Referee:  

° The Referee found guilty may receive disciplinary suspension of rights for up to three 
(3) years; and/or 

° The Referee must attend up to three (3) Referee refresher courses.  

4. COMPOSITION 
The Referee Committee will consist of: 
• One Referee Chair who will be elected by the Board of Directors of Taekwondo Canada 

and who is accountable to the Vice President Sport for the Referee Committee planning, 
activities, decisions and results. 

• Up to Four Vice Chairpersons nominated by the active International Referees and the 1st 
Class National Referees.  The Referee Chair will submit the short list to the Executive for 
approval. The regions should be represented as below:   
° One Vice Chairperson from Atlantic Canada – Atlantic Provinces 
° One Vice Chairperson from Quebec 
° One Vice Chairperson from Ontario 
° One Vice Chairperson from Western Canada 

5. QUALIFICATIONS  
The Chairman must be a currently active International Referee, who has attended the 
International Referee Refresher Course on the latest amendment of the Competition Rules.  
The Vice Chairpersons must be currently active as an International Referee or a 1st Class 
National Referee.  The Chairman and Vice Chairmen must be members in good standing of 
Taekwondo Canada. 

6. DUTIES OF THE REFEREE COMMITTEE AND ITS SUBCOMMITTEES 
To discharge its mandate, the Referee Committee will form three sub-committees to assist 
and advise the Referee Committee in the delivery of its functions.  The Referee Chair selects 



 

and approves the makeup of the Subcommittees. The Subcommittees report directly to the 
Referee Chair. 
• The Referee Seminar Subcommittee will conduct Referee seminars, conduct the 

certification examination, and make recommendation for the successful candidates to the 
Chairman of the Referee Committee.   The Referee Seminar Subcommittee shall consist 
of a team leader, who shall be a currently active International Referee and up to five (5) 
Referees, who will act as seminar instructors and are at a minimum currently active 1st 
Class National Referees. 

• The Referee Operations Subcommittee shall manage referee operations at all 
Taekwondo Canada sanctioned and managed events.   The Referee Operations 
Subcommittee shall consist of a team leader, usually the Referee Committee Chair, and 
up to one (1) referee per ring utilized at the event.  This sub-committee will be 
responsible for the following: 
° Designate the Chief Referee at all Taekwondo Canada managed events.  The Chief 

Referee for a Taekwondo Canada sanctioned or managed event shall be, in order of 
precedence, the Chairman of the Referee Committee or the Team Leader of the 
Referee Operations Sub-Committee, or one of the regional Vice Chairpersons. 

° Acting under instructions of the Chief Referee, will assign and control all Referees, 
Judges, and Technical Advisor in the championship.  

° It will also examine and confirm the eligibility and the qualifications of each 
Technical Advisor, Referee and Judge.    

° With the assistance of the Taekwondo Canada National Office, it will maintain up-to-
date listings of all Taekwondo Canada certified referees and all International 
Referees who are members of Taekwondo Canada. 

° The Chief Referee will be present at the technical meeting held before all Taekwondo 
Canada events for explanation and interpretation of rule enforcement application to 
be made at the event.  

• The Research Subcommittee will conduct research on all matters pertinent to referees to 
improve the contest rules, referee techniques, examine the precedents, and make 
recommendation for changes and improvements. The Research Subcommittee shall 
consist of a team leader and up to three (3) International Referees.  

7. Refereeing at National Championships and Sanctioned Events 
Referees Annual Membership Fee  
Referees will register their availability through the Taekwondo Canada Head Office along 
with a yearly membership fees as stated in the Fees and Honoraria Policy. 
 
Application of Referees   
Referees will register their written application of request to officiate at Taekwondo Canada 
Sanctioned Events directly with the Taekwondo Canada Head office through the Executive 
Director.   

A list of these referees will be forwarded to the Referee Chair and Referee Operations Sub-
Committee for their short list recommendation.   

This recommendation short list is to be forwarded back to the Executive Director for final 
approval by the Executive Committee. 
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Appointment of Referees   
All Taekwondo Canada sanctioned events must be refereed by Taekwondo Canada certified 
Referees.  The following steps will be followed to select referees for Taekwondo Canada 
sanctioned events: 

Step 1: Validation 
The Executive Director will validate the Referee’s application qualifications through the 
central database comparison.  The Executive Director will forward the validated list of 
application requests to the Referee Chair.  The list shall include details from the database 
such as referee class and experience. 

Step 2:  Recommendation Short List 
The Chairman of the Referee Committee or the Team Leader of the Referee Operations Sub-
Committee, as determined by the Chairman of the Referee Committee, will create a short list 
including alternatives of recommended referees from among the candidates put forward by 
the Taekwondo Canada Head Office and the Referee Committee’s own recommended list of 
active qualified referees that are in good standing with Taekwondo Canada.  The Chairman of 
the Referee Committee or the Team Leader of the Referee Operations Sub-Committee, as 
determined by the Referee Chair, will forward a list of all recommended referees to the Head 
Office at least 60 days prior to the event, along with reasons for the exclusion of referees 
whose entry forms have been submitted and reason for inclusion of referees not on the 
original validated list. 

Step 3: Confirmation 
 The recommendation list will be forwarded to the Executive Committee for their final 
confirmation of the recommendation list.  This final approval should be made at least 45 days 
prior to the event.  The Head Office will communicate the confirmation to the Referee Chair, 
the confirmed referees and the hosting organizing committee in order that travel, 
accommodation and meal arrangement can be planned on a timely basis. 

Responsibilities of the Organizing Committee 
The organizing committee of all championships has the following responsibilities:  
• Services for Referees 

The organizing committee will arrange local ground transportation services for all 
referees and Referee Committee members between the airport and the hotel headquarters, 
as well as between the hotel and the tournament site during the date of arrival for the 
competition through the morning after the completion of the championships.  

• Services for Referee Seminar  
If a referee seminar is to be held in conjunction with the Taekwondo Canada event, the 
organizing committee will provide the site, necessary equipment, stationery, one large 
whiteboard, flip charts, papers, and a practicum area. 

Referees’ Expenses 
Authorized official expenses of participating referees will be paid in accordance with 
Taekwondo Canada Fees and Honoraria policy.  

8. DRESS CODE 
National Referee Committee members and Referees shall wear black slacks, a white shirt, a 
Taekwondo Canada tie, a designated coloured sports coat as approved by Taekwondo Canada 
and white athletic or Taekwondo shoes.  

 



 

9. INTERNATIONAL REFEREE  
An International Referee is one who has been certified by the WTF under the rules and 
regulations of the WTF.   An International Referee must meet the following criteria in order 
to be recommended to the WTF to participate in International Championships: 
• Be a member in good standing of Taekwondo Canada   
• Officiate at a minimum of once annually at a National Level Taekwondo championship 

or event sanctioned by Taekwondo Canada.  
• Participate at least every second year, in an International Referees' Refresher Seminar, on 

the latest amendment of the Competition Rules or a Taekwondo Canada Referees 
Seminar conducted at the National Level championships.  

• Produce proof of payment of WTF Referee's annual dues.  
International Referees who do not meet these criteria will be considered to be inactive and 
must apply to Taekwondo Canada for reinstatement. 

Those national referees applying for International Referee certification seminars must meet 
the following criteria: 
• Be a member in good standing of Taekwondo Canada   
• Officiate at a minimum of once annually at a National Level Taekwondo championship 

or event sanctioned by Taekwondo Canada.  
• Be a 1st Class National Referee for a period of at least two years. 
• Recommended by the Referee Chair and VP Sport with the President’s approval and 

signature on the international referee certification seminar application to the WTF. 
 

10. NATIONAL REFEREE 1ST CLASS  
To upgrade to National Referee 1st class the applicant must meet the following criteria:  
• Be second Dan or higher in rank certified by the Kukkiwon;  
• Have been certified as 2nd Class National Referee for at least two years;  
• Be a member in good standing of Taekwondo Canada and requires the signature of the 

President of the Taekwondo Canada Member Association to which they belong.  
• Participate in a Referee Seminar and pass the 1st Class Referee's examination.  
• Officiate at least two or more of the following Official Canadian National championships 

within the previous two years before seminar upgrade date. 
° National Taekwondo Championships 
° National Junior Taekwondo Championships 
° National Collegiate Taekwondo Championships 
° National Team Selection Trials  
° Olympic Weight Tournament 

11. NATIONAL REFEREE 2ND CLASS  
To upgrade to National Referee 2nd Class the applicant must meet the following criteria: 
• Be Second Dan or higher in rank certified by the Kukkiwon;  
• Have been certified as 3rd Class at least two years;  



 

• Be a member in good standing of Taekwondo Canada and requires the signature of the 
President of the Taekwondo Canada Member Association to which they belong.  

• Participate and pass the 2nd Class Referee's examination.  
• Officiate at least two or more of the following National championships within the 

previous two years before seminar upgrade date. 
° National Taekwondo Championships 
° National Junior Taekwondo Championships 
° National Collegiate Taekwondo Championships 
° National Team Selection Trials 
° Olympic Weight Tournament 

12. NATIONAL REFEREE 3RD CLASS  
To upgrade or certify to National Referee 3rd Class must:  
• Be First Dan or higher in rank certified by the Kukkiwon;  
• Be at least 18 years of age; 
• Have been certified at the highest level of Provincial or Territorial Association Referee at 

least one year.  Where there is no Provincial or Territorial Referee certification, has 
participated in a referee seminar at the school / club level and has refereed in club, local 
or regional tournaments within the past year;  

• Be a member in good standing of Taekwondo Canada and requires the signature of the 
President of the Taekwondo Canada Member Association to which they belong. 

13. NATIONAL REFEREE PRACTICE CLASS  
A National Referee Practice Class must:  
• Be Gup 3 coloured belt or higher in rank;  
• Be at least 18 years of age; 
• Have been certified at the highest level of Provincial or Territorial Association Referee at 

least one year.  Where there is no Provincial or Territorial Referee certification, has 
participated in a referee seminar at the school / club level and has refereed in club, local 
or regional tournaments within the past year;  

• Be a member in good standing of Taekwondo Canada and requires the signature of the 
President of the Taekwondo Canada Member Association to which they belong.  

14. REFEREE CERTIFICATION SEMINAR 
Management Authority 
Referee seminars will be organized and run several times annually by the Referee Seminar 
Sub-Committee in accordance with the business plan of Taekwondo Canada. 

Referee Seminar Program 
The Referee Seminar will consist of the following program: 
• Candidates must read the WTF Competition Rules and must complete a test designed to 

assure a good level of familiarization with the WTF Competition Rules.  Both of these 
assignments must be completed before the commencement of the seminar. 

• Theory on refereeing and competition rules;  
• Written examination 



 

• Refereeing practicum on hand signals;  
• Scoring method and practicum;  
• Practical examination 
Application to Host a Referee Seminar 
Referee seminars may also be organized by a Provincial, Territorial Association or a school / 
club.   Any organization wishing to sponsor a National Referee certification seminar must 
follow the following procedure: 
• Submit an application to the President of the applicable Provincial or Territorial 

Association or as required by the policies and procedures of that association.   
• Submit application to the Taekwondo Canada Head Office within 60 days from expected 

date of the event. 
• The sponsoring organization must either guarantee at least 40 seminar participants, or 

must assume seminar instructor's expenses.  The Referee Committee Chair will determine 
final approval. 

Role of Taekwondo Canada National Office 
The Taekwondo Canada National Head Office will handle all administration for referee 
seminars.  The Taekwondo Canada National Head Office will provide application forms, 
provide access to the current WTF rules as a downloadable file, process all applications and 
associated payments, and process all certification documents within 60 days of receipt of the 
report. 

An attendance summary will be supplied by the Head Office that will double as a follow-up 
report to be filled out and returned with pass or fail indicated by the Referee Seminar Course 
Conductor. 

Seminar Reports 
At the completion of a seminar, the Course Conductor must submit the filled out follow-up 
report with a list of participants, test results and other documents pertaining to the seminar to 
the Referee Chair, with a copy to the Taekwondo Canada Head Office within 21 days of the 
seminar.  The report should also include an assessment of the success of the seminar and any 
lessons learned.  

15. SEMINAR FEES, FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS AND EXPENSES 
Fees 
Seminar fees will be set by the Board of Directors of Taekwondo Canada.  All seminar 
applicants must register and pay in advance through the Taekwondo Canada Head Office.  
Late applications and registration at the door will not be accepted nor recognized by the Head 
Office.  

Deposit of Proceeds  
Proceeds resulting from the seminar participation must be deposited in the Taekwondo 
Canada accounts.  

Payment of Expenses 
Authorized expenses for the appointed Seminar Instructor(s) shall be reimbursed to the 
Seminar Instructor(s) and, where required, paid to service providers and facility operators by 
Taekwondo Canada.  The sponsoring seminar host may pay for direct expenses of the Course 
Conductor. 



 

Course Conductor Honourarium 
Honouraria are set according the Taekwondo Canada Fee and Honouraria Policy and 
payable from the Taekwondo Canada Head Office.  Honouraria must not be paid directly to 
the Course Conductor by the sponsoring seminar host.  If honourarium is paid directly it will 
not be recoverable through Taekwondo Canada.  Honouraria must not be paid until course 
results are submitted to the Taekwondo Canada Head Office.    

16. ISSUING CERTIFICATES 
Upon successful completion of each seminar, the Taekwondo Canada National Head Office 
will issue the appropriate class referee certificates and other required material(s) to all 
successful participants within 60 days of the completion of the seminar. 

17. MATTERS NOT COVERED BY THIS POLICY 
If the situation is not covered by the WTF rules, the Vice President Sports will deliver the 
final ruling after a joint meeting of the Chairman, Referee Committee members and other 
involved sub committee members. 

 

 

 

 

 




